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Good Money Sunday
reflections using the lectionary

If your church uses the lectionary readings, these notes
on some of the set readings may help you connect these
texts with a Good Money Sunday theme.

Sunday 12 October (Proper 23, Year C)
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7and Psalm 66:1-12
2 Timothy 2:8-15

Luke 17:11-19
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Jeremiah
29:1, 4-7

The prophet Jeremiah is writing from Jerusalem to the leaders of those
who are exiled in Babylon. For a people longing to return home,
Jeremiah’s message from God must have been hard to hear. Settle
down, build houses, plant gardens. Put down roots and prepare to
make this your home. In doing so, God also calls them to pray for the
place that they live, for its peace and prosperity. Hope is coming (see
later in the chapter, v11), but their priority for this generation — and
perhaps generations to come - is to seek the welfare of a strange land
and to make it their home.

Settling down, building houses, planting gardens — these investments
in the future, whether in a strange land or not, are out of the reach of
many of our neighbours, locally and globally. Inequality is deepening,
and escalating conflicts and the climate crisis are putting people’s lives
and livelihoods at risk. If we do have the resources to put down roots
and think about the future — if we have a decent pension, or savings
for a rainy day - we are in a privileged position.

There’s £3 trillion in UK pensions. UK pension funds are significant
investors in fossil fuel assets and companies linked to deforestation,
threatening the security of today’s savers and future generations. What
would it look like for pension funds to invest in a more hopeful
future?

Good Money Sunday is an opportunity to reflect on the economy and
systems that we are part of, to make ethical financial decisions where
we can, and to pray for change at a deeper level. Let’s hold on to the
promise that hope is coming, and to work for a society in which all can
have safe homes and enough to eat, in a place of peace.
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Luke
17:11-19

In the gospel passage, Jesus encounters ten men with leprosy. Having
leprosy meant isolation and disconnection fromm community — having to
live apart from friends and family. Once healed, a person who had been
living with leprosy needed to show themselves to a priest, to be
confirmed ‘clean’ and reintegrate into society.

We hear that ‘on their way’ the men were healed, and yet just one
returned, praising God. He was a Samaritan, doubly marginalised and
set apart by his illness and his place of birth, his perceived difference.
He falls at Jesus’ feet and expresses his thanks. His gratitude is
expressed in action.

What are we thankful for? What do we recognise as a gift in our own
lives? How do we express that gratitude?

This Good Money Sunday, as we reflect on our relationship with money
and how we steward it, we are called to begin with gratitude. We are
also called to seek the healing and restoration of God’s creation. The
men with leprosy experienced not just bodily healing, but a restoration
to community and relationships.

There are many people today who are excluded from participating in
society and experiencing life in all its fullness because of economic
injustice. People who are not paid a living wage. People who can’t
access fair credit. People who are poorly treated by the welfare system.

Through our financial choices — where we spend, where we bank,
where we invest as individuals or as church communities — what part
are we playing in building a fairer, more inclusive society?
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