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Good Money Stories

The following stories come from individuals and
congregations who are seeking to act faithfully with
money for the common good. Share these stories in
your church newsletter or use them as the basis for a
discussion about the actions you could take -
individually or collectively - beyond Good Money Week.

ﬁust/wonev Movement is a charity working towards a world where money is used to \
shape a fairer, greener future. Our resources are free to use, to equip you and your
church to respond to the root causes of challenges like poverty and inequality and the
climate crisis. Supporting us with a one-off or reqular donation helps us produce more
resources like this and equip more churches and individuals to take action.

If you’d like to know more about supporting us financially, please contact
Qndroising_@justmoney&rg.uk to find out more, we would love to hear from you. j
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JustMoney Movement is a trading name of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR), a
company limited by guarantee (registered in England) number 02764183, registered charity number 1139618.
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Phoebe’s story:
Ethical pensions

“I learnt that pension investments might be fuelling conflict”

Being 23, pensions came up on my radar as
something | should probably know about...
but didn’t. So here’s the thing which | found

confusing. In my ignorance | thought | gave some money to my
pension provider, they held onto it, then gave it back to me when |
retired. What happened with my money in the meantime was not
something | had considered in much detail. Then | discovered that
what actually happens is that pensions providers invest that
money into various sectors and companies.

| looked up one pension provider and found a recent report from
‘Don’t Bank on the Bomb’ which stated they had a shareholding of
$98.6 million in BAE Systems. BAE Systems is a large weapons
and arms manufacturer. Recently it has come under fire for its
involvement in the genocide of Palestinians in Gaza. True activism
touches every corner of our life. We can go on as many peace
marches as we can, but are we making as biga difference as we
would like if we don’t try to bank and invest more ethically?”

Respond:

Read this blog to learn about the Better Pensions Campaign
and sign the petition.

How does your pension align with your values and your faith?
Visit our Money Makes Change Hub to help you reflect on this.

JustMoney Movement is a trading name of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR), a
company limited by guarantee (registered in England) number 02764183, registered charity number 1139618.
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Christ Church’s story:

Switching our church bank account

“It was easier than | thought it would be”
ethical bank account because the church is

‘ ‘ involved with Eco Church and one of the actions to
consider for the Silver Award is to bank with an ethical provider. |
attended a JustMoney workshop locally which was really useful and

did push me to make the change. Switching to an ethical bank was
discussed and agreed at Church Council and Church meeting.

Christ Church was motivated to switch to an

| did some research on the JustMoney Movement website. | had a
personal Co-operative bank account and they have a branch in
Brighton, so | thought it might be easier to go with them. There
were no significant problems - just one or two minor hiccups. The
biggest concern was transferring the regular giving payments to a
new account but the process was straightforward and everyone
was able to transfer their giving from Barclays Bank to the Co-
operative Bank within a month.”

Respond:

Where does your church bank? Download our Greener, Fairer
Banking Guide to compare ethical options for church and

charity bank accounts.

Consider switching to a more ethical bank, and contact the
Bank Well team for support in doing this.

JustMoney Movement is a trading name of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR), a
company limited by guarantee (registered in England) number 02764183, registered charity number 1139618.
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Columba’s story:
Switching my
current account «ts g smati thing in the scheme

,”

of things, but it feels good
| have always been interested in managing my
own finances ethically. However | have had a
joint account with my husband for many years. He set it up

with the Post Office Giro Bank for paying household bills, but it has been
taken over a couple of times since, finally by Santander. Neither of us was
particularly happy about losing sight of what sort of an institution we were
banking with, and discomfort has increased over the years as finance in
general has got more opaque.

The final impetus to switch came from joining the JustMoney Movement late
last year, in the hope of encouraging fellow Catholics to consider their
banking arrangements with Care for Creation in mind. It felt difficult to do
this unless | was looking to my own situation and | suggested to my husband
that he close the Santander account for my Christmas present. We switched
the joint account to the Nationwide Building Society. My husband already
banks with them, because he appreciates their having remained a mutual
organisation. They score well with Ethical Consumer on various ethical
criteria.

We are both very pleased to have made the switch. It's a small thing in the
scheme of things, but it feels good! We have written to Santander to explain
the reasons behind our move.”

Respond:

Is your bank taking action on the climate crisis? Use
Bank.Green to learn more about your current bank, and join

The Big Bank Switch to switch to a greener bank.

Read this blog to find more ideas for action.

JustMoney Movement is a trading name of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR), a
company limited by guarantee (registered in England) number 02764183, registered charity number 1139618.
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Richard’s story:
Living by the Rule

“It is through obedience that we find freedom”

66

That’s a lot! But the essence of living by the Rule is the same as being a disciple of Jesus, it
is through obedience that we find freedom and by limitation that we experience fulness.

Members of the lona Community commit themselves to living by a
four-fold Rule of Life, the third part of which entails: “Supporting one
another in prayer and by meeting, communicating and accounting with
one another for the use of our gifts, money and time, our use of the
earth’s resources, and our keeping of all aspects of the Rule.”

For Members of the lona Community this is lived out through small groups of committed
Members which we call ‘Family Groups’ Whilst our financial accounting is only part of the
accounting we do, it is somehow at the centre. And | think that is because it requires a
degree of honesty and vulnerability towards fellow Members. Furthermore, it requires us to
literally 'put our money where our mouth is'

In advance of the Family Group meeting, | write out a list of our income for the 12 month
period just gone... earnings (after tax), benefits, rental, interest from savings or investments...
whatever comes in. Then | turn to our outgoings, starting with those which are most
essential... rental/mortgage, heating/lighting, food, healthcare, travel, holidays, gifts...

Then comes the bit which makes it different from straightforward ‘tithing’. Before we
calculate 10%, we are invited to discern and decide upon any baseline reduction. Many
people take off living costs; others deduct support for family members. All of this is shared
with other Members, not for them to require more from us, but to gently and lovingly receive
it. In over 20 years of accounting in this way, | have found it to be a 'means of grace'; a
practice which enables me to grow in holiness, which for John Wesley was always 'social
holiness'

This tithe (whether simply 10% of our total income or 10% of our disposable income) is what
we have to give away to our Church and other charities, and — in our case —to the lona
Community.

| have found it to be a liberating discipline, allowing me not to worry about the endless
requests for money which we all receive, knowing that | have ‘done the work’ and decided
and acted upon my committed giving for the year.”

Respond:

Use our small group resource to help you begin conversations about
the choices we make with our money.

JustMoney Movement is a trading name of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR), a
company limited by guarantee (registered in England) number 02764183, registered charity number 1139618.
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