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Welcome to our 2025 
Tax Justice Sunday pack 
This year’s Tax Justice Sunday falls on 8th June, though of course 
you are welcome to use these resources at any time in the year.

Tax can seem like a strange topic to consider in our churches.  
But the Bible speaks about caring for the poor, seeking the welfare 
of the places where God has put us, and loving our neighbour.  
Tax can be a tool to help achieve these things, addressing 
inequalities in our communities and wider society, and raising 
government revenue to pay for public services and invest in a 
flourishing economy. Too often, however, the tax system is unfair, 
opaque, and doesn’t work in the way it should. 

Churches up and down the country are meeting the growing needs 
of those who are struggling in our communities, including through 
foodbanks, night shelters, advice centres and warm spaces.  
Tax Justice Sunday is a chance to reflect on the bigger picture  
and think about how we can use our prophetic voice as Christians 
to call for solutions to some of the root causes of the poverty and 
material need we see around us. In a world of increasing disparities 
and growing crises in the climate and nature, the need for people  
of faith to join this conversation is ever more urgent. 

We hope you find the resources in this pack – reflections, prayers, 
sermon notes and more – help you engage with this important topic.  
Do let us know how you get on – and share your  
pictures and stories with us on social media  
at @JustMoneyMvt #TaxJusticeSunday25.

Blessings,

Sarah Edwards

Executive Director, JustMoney Movement
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Overview

This year’s Tax Justice Sunday coincides with the festival of 
Pentecost, when the Church celebrates the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, empowering Jesus’ followers to do his work. Pentecost 
has connections with the Jewish festival of Shavuot, traditionally 
celebrating God’s provision and giving offerings at the start of the 
wheat harvest. As Sue Richardson explains in her sermon notes on 
page 13 there are interesting connections to be made with taxation, 
within the context of all things being provided by God, and how 
then we can live thankfully and generously with one another. 

Tax is a complex topic, and that often puts us off engaging with it. 
Our ‘Did you know?’ section should give you the information you 
need to feel more confident grappling with the issue – and help 
engage people who might struggle to see its relevance.

The Bible study and reflections show how 
tax appears in many places throughout 
scripture. It’s not always a straightforward 
topic and we may well disagree within our 
churches about what it means for us today. 
Holding a discussion among your small 
group or wider congregation can enable us 
to start to unpack some of these issues 
and find a way forward together. 

We also share ideas for action. Could you invite your MP to  
attend a Tax Justice Sunday service or event; or simply to see  
what your church is doing to serve the needs of the community, 
so you can talk to them about your concerns? This might seem 
daunting if you haven’t met with your MP before, but we have  
tips and guidance to help you. 

If you do only one thing, please pray about tax! It’s a thorny  
issue and one which we need to reflect on and engage with  
as Christians, and praying helps us recall that it is God who 
provides, who can change things: God who is love, and calls  
us to love one another, including with our taxes.

It is God who provides, 
who can change things: 
God who is love, and calls 
us to love one another, 
including with our taxes.
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Did you know?

Tax facts challenge
As a starter for talking about this 
in your church or in a group, you 
could ask people to call out what 
they are thankful for that tax 
revenue helps to pay for. 

It’s probably a bit different from 
calling out a favourite holiday 
destination, or food, but it could 
be a good way into the topic!

Tax can feel like quite a dull subject to 
think about, let alone discuss in your 
church! There are so many tax policies 
covering vast areas of public life, and so 
much intricate detail within each one. 
This section of the pack has facts and 
statistics to help you think about and 
engage with the topic of tax. 

You could use these in an info slot, as 
part of a talk in a service, reflect on 
them as part of a small group discussion, 
or use them alongside the prayers and 
prayer points later in this resource.

Did you know that tax injustice 
contributes to inequality?
Inequality is rising globally, and many countries  
don’t tax the wealthiest people proportionately.

Since 2015, the richest 1%  
have more wealth than the  
rest of the world combined  

•	Since 2015, the richest 1% have more  
wealth than the rest of the world combined. 
Corporate tax abuse costs poor countries 
at least $100 billion every year – money  
that could be used to tackle poverty and 
fund public services in those countries.  

•	In the UK those on the lowest 10% of incomes 
are estimated to pay an effective tax rate of  
44% while those in the top 10% only pay 21%.  
At the same time there are nearly 4 million 
people in the UK who cannot afford the 
very basics in life such as food and warmth. 

Did you know that billions is lost to 
tax abuse each year?
•	Globally, half a trillion is lost to tax abuse 

with multinational corporations and wealthy 
individuals underpaying tax, and more profit 
going to tax havens.

Tax evasion cost UK taxpayers 
£5.5 billion in 2022-23

•	In the UK tax evasion cost taxpayers  
£5.5 billion in 2022-23 and at the same 
time there has been a reduction in 
prosecutions: down to 344 in 2023-2024 
from 749 in 2018-2019.5 

•	Tackling tax dodging needs international 
effort. The proposed UN Tax Convention 
could help this and also introduce a wealth 
tax. Some of the countries losing billions 
to tax abuse and who would benefit – 
including the UK – haven’t supported this 
yet. See our take action section (on page 17) 
for how you can show your support.  

https://www.oxfam.org/en/inequality-and-poverty-hidden-costs-tax-dodging
https://www.oxfam.org/en/inequality-and-poverty-hidden-costs-tax-dodging
https://taxingwealth.uk/2023/09/06/wealth-is-undertaxed-by-170-billion-a-year-in-the-uk/
https://www.jrf.org.uk/deep-poverty-and-destitution/destitution-in-the-uk-2023
https://www.jrf.org.uk/deep-poverty-and-destitution/destitution-in-the-uk-2023
https://www.jrf.org.uk/deep-poverty-and-destitution/destitution-in-the-uk-2023
https://taxjustice.net/press/world-losing-half-a-trillion-to-tax-abuse-largely-due-to-8-countries-blocking-un-tax-reform-annual-report-finds/
https://www.taxwatchuk.org/curiously-incurious-hmrcs-failures-on-tax-evasion/
https://www.taxwatchuk.org/curiously-incurious-hmrcs-failures-on-tax-evasion/
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Did you know that subsidies and 
tax breaks are fuelling polluting 
activities?
The most polluting industries, including fossil 
fuel companies, make huge profits whilst 
benefiting from subsidies and tax breaks. 
Taxing companies who contribute hugely to 
climate change could provide much needed 
finance to tackle the climate crisis, including 
its impacts on the poorest people. 

•	Since 2022 the UK government have 
introduced a windfall tax on the soaring 
profits of energy companies (the Energy 
Profits Levy), recently increased to 38%  
(in addition to permanent taxes totalling 
40%) and set to end in 2030.

The UK government subsidises 
the fossil fuel industry by over 
£7 billion a year

•	However, fossil fuel companies still receive  
subsidies and tax breaks. The UK government  
subsidises the fossil fuel industry by over  
£7 billion a year, including tax relief for oil 
and gas exploration and production.

•	The richest 1% are responsible for more 
than twice as much carbon pollution than 
the poorest half of humanity. 

•	Internationally, a minimum global standard 
on wealth taxation, which was discussed at 
the G20, could raise $200-250 billion a year, 
which would help tackle the climate crisis, 
including paying for loss and damage which 
is likely to cost hundreds of billions a year.   

Did you know that a wealth tax  
in the UK could raise £24 billion  
a year? 
•	Research by Tax Justice UK and Patriotic 

Millionaires estimated that the government 
could raise up to £24 billion by introducing a  
wealth tax of 2% on assets over £10 million. 

•	Internationally, Oxfam has highlighted how 
an annual wealth tax of up to 5% on the 
world’s billionaires and multi-millionaires 
could raise enough money to lift 2 billion 
people out of poverty. 

© JustMoney Movement/Georgie Wishart

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-profits-levy-reforms-2024/energy-profits-levy-reforms-2024
https://www.businessgreen.com/news-analysis/4361408/governments-pledged-end-harmful-subsidies-polluting-industries-receiving-usd-6tr
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/mc/ibhwcz/
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/mc/ibhwcz/
https://gabriel-zucman.eu/files/report-g20.pdf
https://gabriel-zucman.eu/files/report-g20.pdf
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/fossil-fuels/how-does-the-loss-and-damage-fund-work-for-climate-justice/
https://taxjustice.uk/blog/ten-tax-reforms-to-raise-60-billion-for-public-services-and-a-fairer-economy/
https://taxjustice.uk/blog/ten-tax-reforms-to-raise-60-billion-for-public-services-and-a-fairer-economy/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/survival-richest
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BIBLE STUDY  
Taxes – a Christian perspective

This section has been created for small groups to explore tax from a Christian 
perspective. Feel free to adapt the content and questions to suit your group, 
or you could even use it as an individual Bible study. 

What is a tax? 
A tax is a mandatory contribution,  
usually financial, levied on taxpayers  
by a government body (national or local). 
Taxes can be charged on many aspects  
of life including income, spending, profits, 
wealth, land and imported goods.

Why tax? 
Taxation is the main source of funding for 
government-provided public services, such 
as healthcare and education, social care 
and benefits, state pensions, transport 
infrastructure, defence, and the legal system.

Taxes are also used to change demand for 
goods or services, for example by increasing 
prices to discourage ‘negative’ behaviours – 
such as Landfill Tax, Plastic Bag Levy,  
alcohol and tobacco duties.

Discussion: Are there other ways in  
which tax could be used to discourage 
undesirable or encourage desirable 
behaviours?

Tax in the Bible – the Old Testament
The first mention of taxation is at Genesis 47:24:

“… when the crop comes in, give a fifth 
of it to Pharaoh. The other four-fifths 
you may keep as seed for the fields 
and as food for yourselves and your 
households and your children.”

Q.	What is being taxed here, and how 
might it affect those who pay the tax?

For the people of Israel, tithing operated like 
taxation, and there were three types in the 
Old Testament:

1.	See Genesis 14:19-20 and Numbers 18:21,24: 
the Levitical, or Sacred, tithe.  
What was the purpose of this tithe and who 
paid it?

2.	The tithe of the Feasts, Deuteronomy 14:22-27.  
What was this tithe for and who benefited 
from it?

3.	The tithe for the poor, Deuteronomy 14:28-29.  
What is the purpose of this tithe?  
How are taxes today similar or different?

Q. How are these taxes different from  
or similar to each other?  

Q. How are tax revenues today used  
in ways similar to or different from 
these examples?
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Negative and positive effects of 
taxation
Samuel, prophet and judge, could also be 
thought of as a senior civil servant. When the 
people demanded he anoint a king for them, 
so they could be like the surrounding nations, 
he warned that tax could potentially become 
oppressive. Read Samuel 8:1-18. 

Q. What did Samuel warn would be 
oppressive: the taxes he said would  
be imposed, or the way the revenue 
would be used, or both?

Tax in the New Testament 
When John the Baptist was preaching by  
the Jordan, tax collectors were among those  
who came to be baptised (Luke 3:10-14). 
At least one of Jesus’ disciples was a tax 
collector (Matthew). We also meet  
Zacchaeus, a repentant tax collector. 

Read Matthew 17:24-27 and Mark 12:13-17. 
Jesus paid the Temple tax, and was also 
asked directly, “Is it lawful to pay taxes  
to the Emperor?”

Q. What do these passages, and Jesus’ 
reply to the question, tell us about his 
attitude to taxes?

Jesus also commented on how those who 
collect taxes should conduct themselves. 
Luke 3:10-14. What are the key points he 
makes here?

Attitudes to taxation
Not many are likely to enjoy paying taxes! 
In the UK and many other countries, taxes 
are often seen as a necessary evil. There is 
a vague general understanding of the link 
between taxes and public services, but not 
many of us understand the detail.

Politically, higher taxation is seldom popular, 
and there is a trade-off between higher 
taxes and taxpayers being able to see, and 
approve of, how the revenue is being spent. 
Reducing taxation is almost always popular, 
but taxpayers may not fully understand the 
consequences for public services.

Q. What aspects of current UK taxation 
do you think are (a) consistent, and  
(b) inconsistent with the approach  
we have seen in the Old and New 
Testaments?

Q. Why is this, and how might our 
taxation be made more consistent?

Q. What might a just tax system look like, 
and how could the UK tax system be 
made more just? 

Some concluding questions
•	Taxes in principle are a good thing and a way 

we express care and love for one another. 
What do you think about this statement? 
Do you think this is always true? 

•	Taxation is a way we contribute towards 
wider society. Do you agree? What do you 
see as the role of taxation? How might this 
idea be effectively shared with others?

•	If we pride ourselves on being generous 
givers, should we also be generous taxpayers?

With thanks to Rob Fox for preparing this Bible study. 

Rob is a Self-supporting Minister in the Church of England and Treasurer of Christians in 
Secular Ministry (CHRISM), part of the Faith in Business network. He has nearly 40 years’ 
experience working in the world of taxes, including for HM Revenue and Customs.
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Tax reflections using 
the lectionary

Acts 2:1-21, Romans 8:14-17 
At Pentecost we see the Holy Spirit poured 
out on all believers, from different ethnicities, 
languages and nations, underlining God’s 
equal treatment of all. Peter references 
the Joel 2 passage: “Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days” (v18). This is a similar 
theme to the Romans 8:14-17 reading where 
we hear that the Spirit of God is a spirit of 
adoption, affirming us as children of God. 
What does it look like to treat everyone 
equally, irrespective of their status or wealth? 
How can tax be a tool for treating all people 
in society equally? The Holy Spirit enables 
believers (v4) to undertake the work of God’s 
kingdom: what is the Spirit enabling us to do 
in our church and how might this apply to 
seeking a fairer tax system?

Genesis 11:1-9
Genesis 11:1-9 tells the story of the Tower 
of Babel when, in a mirror opposite of 
Pentecost, God mixes up people’s languages 
and scatters them. This can be seen as God 
limiting humanity’s relentless pursuit of 
power and status. What might we do today 
to limit human power and wealth? How could 
fairer taxation help to tackle inequality and 
ensure everyone has enough to flourish? 

John 14:8-17, (25-27) 
This gospel passage speaks of the unity 
of the Trinity and also the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, who Jesus calls an advocate as well 
as the Spirit of truth. If we have this Spirit 
in us, we are empowered to do the works 
of Christ (v12). What are we as churches 
called to do as God’s work? How might this 
include speaking truth, to one another, and 
to those in power?

Psalm 104
Psalm 104 reminds us that God is our 
provider: “all creatures look to you to give 
them their food at the proper time” (v27). 
He is our creator and gives life through his 
Spirit (v30). If ultimately everything belongs 
to God and finds its purpose in him, what 
might this mean for our approach to the 
economy? What would it mean for our 
economy to care for the natural world? 

If your church uses the lectionary readings, for Sunday 8th June these are:
Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9		  Psalm 104:25-end
Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21	 John 14:8-17, (25-27)

Here are some thoughts to help you weave tax justice into a talk or other part of 
the service using these readings. 
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Prayer points

Here are some prayer points for you to use in a church service, small group or 
individually, picking out themes of justice, community, creation and fairness in 
relation to tax. 

Creation and God’s provision

 The earth is the Lord’s,  
and everything in it  
Psalm 24:1 

•	Bring praises to the Lord, lifting our eyes to 
God, who is author and creator of all.

•	Give thanks for God’s provision – you could  
use Psalm 104 to think and pray this through.

Where we live

 ...seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to  
which I have carried you  
into exile. Pray to the Lord  
for it, because if it prospers, 
you too will prosper.  
Jeremiah 29:7

•	Pray for the community you live in.  
Are there areas that aren’t flourishing  
you can pray for?

•	Our local leaders decide how much  
Council Tax we pay and where it is spent. 
Pray for wise decisions and for any areas 
run by the council that are under strain  
in your local area.

People in our communities
A fair tax system is a vital part of seeking the 
welfare of modern society so that everyone 
has what they need to flourish.

•	Are there people in your local area who are 
struggling to make ends meet or with work 
or benefits? Pray for them and that they 
may receive the support they need.

•	Pray for the work of your church in your 
community. 

Our leaders

 I urge, then, first of all, that  
petitions, prayers, intercession  
and thanksgiving be made for  
all people – for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may  
live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness.  
1 Timothy 2:1-2

•	Pray for the UK Government to make wise 
decisions on tax as it continues to deal  
with economic uncertainty and the cost of 
living crisis.  

•	Give thanks that we have a tax system, and  
financial systems and policies in this country  
to organise how we live together and provide  
revenue for essential services, social safety 
nets for the vulnerable, and environmental 
protections for our natural world.

•	Pray for transformation for any parts of the 
UK tax system that are leading to unfairness 
or injustice.
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 The wicked borrow and do 
not repay, but the righteous 
give generously.   
Psalm 37:21

Prayers

Lord God, 
In many ways the world’s poor are actually owed 
a large debt by the world’s rich. When companies 
use the lands belonging to those that work them, 
when governments steal from their own people, 
when rents are exploitative, we know you weep at 
this suffering. 

Let our tax systems be a fair and just way to begin 
to redress these inequalities, for governments to 
use revenue wisely for your ends to help us love 
our neighbours, care for creation and be good 
news to the poor. 

We pray for a time when we may be proud to 
pay tax, knowing we are loving our neighbours 
close by and far away when we do so. Holy Spirit, 
inspire those with more to give generously, and to 
repay their debts to those with less. Amen 

Thomas Niblett JustMoney Champion

Find out about JustMoney Champions:  
https://justmoney.org.uk/champions

https://justmoney.org.uk/champions/
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This call and response prayer, contributed by CAFOD, could be used in a church 
service with one or more readers; or as part of a small group. 

Our Father
All: 	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Reader 1:	We ask forgiveness for the times when we have not worshipped you and 
made your name holy, when we have been caught up in the desire to have more.

All:	We pray that we may be open to hearing your voice and inspired to work for 
economic justice.

All:	Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Reader 2: We ask forgiveness for the times when we have not promoted the full dignity 
of men and women.

All: 	We pray in hope that discrimination and prejudice will give way to welcoming all 
people to your banquet.

All: 	Give us this day our daily bread.

Reader 3: We ask forgiveness for the times we have not shared our resources with others.

All: 	We pray that we may be generous both with our possessions and our gifts and live 
lives of solidarity.

All: 	And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Reader 4: We ask forgiveness for the times we have not been in right relationship with 
others.

All: 	We pray that your spirit of reconciliation may be made real within us. 

All: 	And lead us not into temptation.

Reader 5:	We ask forgiveness for the times when we have not believed that our actions 
could make a difference.

All: 	We pray that we may work towards the common good, knowing that you are with us 
always. 

All: 	But deliver us from evil.

Reader 6:	We ask forgiveness for the times we have dismissed the sin of environmental 
injustice.

All: 	We pray that we may have the courage and conviction to act now to prevent further 
destruction to God’s beautiful planet.

All: 	For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, now and forever.

Reader 7:	We ask forgiveness for the times we have prevented others from flourishing, 
from reaching their full potential.

All: 	We pray for a child-like spirit, open to the wonder of creation and the diversity of 
peoples, since the glory of God is the whole of creation and the whole of humanity, fully 
alive. Amen.

Adaptation: Susy Brouard, CAFOD
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Neighbourly economics: 
notes for a church talk 

A note for the preacher: When we gather for worship it is usual to hear some scripture. 
The preacher’s challenge is to ‘break open’ these passages to enable the worshippers 
to be helped to encounter God. We look to see God present and active in the events 
recorded in the texts and we bring our own lives to the encounter to discover what God 
has to say to us in our day. We bring questions, concerns, the joys and dilemmas of our 
time to engage in a conversation with scripture to challenge and inspire us.

Bible passages used for the talk notes: 
Deuteronomy 16:9-15, John 7:37-39 

On Tax Justice Sunday we bring this sometimes 
controversial issue into worship. We try to 
create a narrative that articulates the faith 
values we hold which are often contrary to 
those the world emphasises. Scripture gives 
a framework to try new thinking and action.

The book of Deuteronomy has many 
resonances for us. It shows us Moses 
interpreting the Israelites’ experience of 
oppression in Egypt, and their liberation by 
the action of an engaged God, to describe 
the features of the society they must build in 
their gifted land. It is also very pressing; the 
word ‘today’ is used often which gives it a 
sense of relevance for us. “The Covenant of 
the Lord is made with all of us alive today”. 
The instructions it gives for life in its chapters 
amplify the Ten Commandments, and bring 
to the fore not only the essential demand of 
God for faithfulness and obedience, but also 
how that is to be lived in neighbourliness.  

In Deuteronomy 16, the two festivals – of 
Weeks and of Booths – are related to 
harvest-time and reinforce the ways in 
which the people of God are to understand 
the land’s fruitfulness and its dependence 
on how they follow the lessons learned 
from their sojourn in Egypt. There they had 
nothing; Pharaoh was the ultimate owner 
of the means of life: “The Nile is mine”, he 
says. The Festival of Booths (Festival of 
Tabernacles or Shelters in some translations) 
reminds the community of the sojourn in the 
wilderness where their daily existence was 
possible because of God’s provision.  

Harvested produce is offered for a 
celebration, (elsewhere these are referred 
to as tithes); the offering is shared naturally 
with family, but also with those who serve 
the community (Levites, who have no land 
from which to support themselves) and the 
vulnerable (orphans, widows and strangers). 
The experience of the gratuity of God is 
mirrored in generosity to neighbour.  

The experience of the  
gratuity of God is mirrored  
in generosity to neighbour 

Moses recognised that creating a neighbourly 
society in a foreign land would be a challenge.  
The practices of the people who surrounded 
the new community were seductive. Their gods  
were constructed from wood and stone, and  
more temptingly, gold and silver. The Israelites  
were warned not to take this into their 
homes because of the danger of becoming 
ensnared. Thus the offence of ‘coveting’ 
(Tenth Commandment) is linked to the 
offence of idolatry. The desire to acquire is 
linked to the practice of seizing and holding. 

This approach is counteracted by the 
instructions for the festivals and in many 
other places in Deuteronomy. Generosity is 
seen as a response to need, compassion for 
the vulnerable in opposition to hardness of 
heart. The result of these practices, coupled 
with an attitude of thankfulness which 
delegitimises the sense that anything is 
earned, will be security and prosperity for all.  
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Deuteronomy today
The public narrative about tax is often not 
positive. Words like ‘burden’ are widely used; 
so ‘tax justice’ is often understood to mean 
reducing that burden and allowing people to 
keep more or all of what they feel is theirs. 

We cannot be reminded too 
often as citizens that we all 
benefit from public spending

There are strong feelings of entitlement to 
be addressed, whether through the earning 
of wealth or the inheritance of it. We cannot 
be reminded too often as citizens that we all 
benefit from public spending. Apart from the 
services that we can easily see: healthcare, 
education, welfare; and the material of our 
lives: roads, vehicles, hospitals and schools; 
we are surrounded by structures to preserve 
and increase our safety and prosperity: 
the justice system, contract law, property 
registration, employment regulation, health 
and safety legislation, which maintain our 
livelihoods and our consumption. 

Neighbourly economics protects 
us from unnoticed slippage 
into the world of acquisition 
and retention and challenges 
increasing polarisation

We are reminded throughout scripture that 
this demand to contribute to communal 
wellbeing (through tax in our current time, 
rather than set festival) is a faith-based 
instruction and is insisted upon because 
neighbourly economics protects us from 
unnoticed slippage into the world of 
acquisition and retention, and challenges the 
increasing polarisation of those who benefit 
from a world arranged around scarcity and 
fear and those who suffer from it.  

In John’s gospel Jesus goes secretly to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast Of Booths, 
but during the week publicly speaks out in 
the Temple. In those intermediate days of 
the Festival gatherings of music and dance 
would occur. These were known as the 
Celebration of the Place of Water-Drawing 
and commemorated the carrying of water 
from the Pool of Siloam to the Temple to 
be used as a libation on the Altar. So his 
reference to water and thirst was not out of 
place. He speaks about living water flowing 
from the hearts of believers. He speaks 
about the Spirit of God, not yet present with 
the people, but whose inspiration would 
transform ritual and practice.

As Moses feared, we people are easily 
seduced by trappings: the shiny brightness of  
wealth and the status it confers. The affluence  
of new lives with its houses, vineyards, olive 
groves induces a kind of amnesia about Egypt  
and the God of the Exodus. We also need to  
remember and resist not merely from a sense  
of puritan righteousness, but from a conviction  
about prosperity that is rooted in an attitude 
of and the practice of neighbourliness.  

The festivals were times of celebration as 
a portion of income, the fruits of labour 
was offered and distributed to all. This is 
impossible without a transformation of heart 
and the one who helps us here is the Spirit of 
God working to change the base materiality 
of life into something more, an understanding 
of the blessing we stand within and which we 
are charged to extend to others. 

With thanks to Sue Richardson for providing these notes.

Sue is Chair of JustMoney Movement’s Church Action for Tax Justice Committee.
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REFLECTION:  
Support companies  
committed to tax justice!

Tax justice is not something that bothers only 
Christians. In fact, while voices inside and 
outside the church have been championing this  
issue for many years, parts of the church have  
been a little slow to catch up! The Institute of 
Business Ethics runs a public attitude survey 
every year and for the last eleven consecutive 
years the issue that causes most frustration 
with the survey respondents is corporation 
tax avoidance, so it’s definitely something on 
the minds of many people.   

The tax gap is over £39.8 billion 
and much of this is because  
companies are not paying their  
fair share of UK corporation tax

The tax gap – which is the difference between  
how much HMRC (His Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs, the government department that 
collects and administers taxes) expects to 
raise from taxes and how much it actually 
does – is over £39.8 billion – and much of 
this is because companies are not paying 
their fair share of UK corporation tax. This is 
money that could be used to tackle poverty 
and help society in many different ways. 

In our recent history there was a time when 
taking advantage of the tax system for personal  
benefit was almost applauded. Not so any 
more as an increasing number of people, 
looking at the inequality they see around them,  
question whether businesses are giving back  
into the societies they operate in. One reason  
the public gets so cross about some big 
businesses, or wealthy individuals, not 
paying their fair share of tax is because it 
feels like one rule for some and another for 
the rest of us. This behaviour can also push 
small businesses out because they are not 
competing on a level playing field. 

The injustice underlying this is that a business  
is benefiting from things our taxes pay for: 
a workforce educated for free in schools 
in the UK, receiving free healthcare when 
unwell, operating in a safe environment 
and being able to transport goods using the 
infrastructure of the UK. But they might not 
be paying their fair share of tax if they are 
finding loopholes that are not in the spirit 
or letter of the law to avoid paying tax in the 
UK. They are not fully contributing to these 
societal costs that they depend on to operate 
successfully as a business.  

Research from TaxWatch 
reveals that prosecutions  
for tax evasion are down  
54% since 2018-19

With such a huge tax gap, it’s frustrating  
and disappointing that there is often more 
focus on benefit fraud than on tax abuse 
and nowhere near enough public resource 
going to tackle the problem of these missing 
taxes. For example, the think tank TaxWatch 
has published research on the fact that 
prosecutions for tax evasion are down 54% 
since 2018-19.

 Better a little with 
righteousness than much 
gain with injustice.
Proverbs 16:8

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/measuring-tax-gaps/1-tax-gaps-summary
https://www.taxwatchuk.org/new-report-comparing-the-prosecution-of-tax-crime-with-benefits-crime/
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I believe as Christians we are called to stand  
up against all types of injustice – and that  
includes the area of tax! I run an accreditation  
scheme called the Good Business Charter 
which holds businesses to account on how 
they treat colleagues, customers, suppliers 
and the planet but also on their fair payment 
of tax. The Fair Tax Foundation (which hosts 
Fair Tax Week, of which Tax Justice Sunday is 
part) has a specific accreditation scheme for 
businesses who pay their taxes responsibly 
and fairly. 

With thanks to Jenny Herrera. 

Jenny is CEO of The Good Business Charter and Executive Director of Acts 435, an online 
giving charity which resources churches and local charities to help people in their 
community in poverty by crowdfunding for specific needs.

Suggested responses:

•	Look for Good Business Charter or Fair 
Tax Mark accreditation to direct you to 
companies committed to tax justice.

•	Reflect and pray: As we look at our nation 
and fulfil our commitment to pray for it and 
to care for those who are struggling, we 
need to appreciate that what happens in 
the tax system has a huge impact. 

© JustMoney Movement
The UK is enabling corporate tax 
abuse by failing to tackle secret flows 
of money to tax havens, including 
some of its Overseas Territories.

https://goodbusinesscharter.com/
https://fairtaxmark.net/
https://www.acts435.org.uk/
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Take action

As you’ve read in this guide, the tax system as it stands is unfair. But, if the systems work 
well, it can also help to tackle poverty and injustice. As you and your church reflect on these 
issues, you could also take steps to call for change. We’ve listed some simple ways you can 
take action and provided a guide to engaging your MP. 

Speak out for tax justice 
Check out JustMoney Movement’s  
latest tax justice campaign action:  
justmoney.eaction.org.uk/WealthTax  

Talk tax with your MP
As we’ve been reminded throughout this 
resource, tax is not just about economics.  
It’s about justice, fairness and the common 
good. It funds vital public services, and can 
help tackle issues in wider society such as 
poverty and climate change. However, the  
tax system as it stands can be unfair and 
even exacerbate problems. 

Tax should not be seen as a burden. It’s  
a way of showing love for our neighbours 
both local and global. Engaging our MPs  
in a positive conversation around tax is 
important because of the government’s  
role in tax and the need to tackle some of 
the issues faced in our communities at a 
national – or even global – level.

Engaging with your MP
Fair Tax Week (8-15th June) and Tax Justice 
Sunday (8th June) are a great opportunity 
to engage your MP around issues of justice 
and tax. Can you invite your MP to an event 
on or around this time to talk to them about 
tax and some of the related issues? The 
event could be a regular service, small group 
discussion, community meal or a dedicated 
event on money, tax and justice. You could 
give your MP a tour of the church and 
surrounding area highlighting local issues.

Inviting your MP
You can email, phone or write to your  
MP to invite them. Find out who they  
are and how to get in touch with them at: 
members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP

•	Give them as much notice as you can as 
their diaries are usually very full

•	You could think about whether to invite 
local media. If you do, make sure to let the 
MP know

•	Generally, MPs spend Friday to Sunday in 
their constituency

Topics you might want to discuss 
with your MP
•	How tax is connected to issues in your 

community, like poverty and public services

•	What your church is already doing to serve 
the local community and speak up for justice 

•	The role of tax in raising revenue – to tackle 
inequality and pay for things that matter to 
your community

•	The role of tax in tackling polluters and 
fairly addressing the climate crisis

•	The importance of combating tax abuse and 
tax loopholes 

•	The campaign for more taxes on wealth and 
specifically a wealth tax 

http://justmoney.eaction.org.uk/WealthTax
https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP


justmoney movement      Tax Justice Sunday Resource Pack 202518

Subject: Tax Justice Sunday event invite

Dear [MP’s name],

I would like to invite you along to [insert event here] at [insert church/venue here] on 
[insert date and time here].

We are taking part in Tax Justice Sunday, which is organised by JustMoney Movement 
(www.justmoney.org.uk) and aims to encourage positive conversations around tax and 
its potential to create a fairer, more sustainable society.

We would love to invite you to [our church / event] to hear your thoughts on how we 
can work together for a fairer tax system.

[Add more details about what you are inviting them to, something about your church/
church group and any questions you have around tax]

You can contact me at [email] or [telephone]. I look forward to your reply.

Best wishes,

[Your name] 
[Your address and post code]

Tips for talking to your MP
•	Don’t feel like you need to know all the 

answers, just getting to know them is 
a good start. Your role may be having 
a more general discussion about the 
purpose of tax and asking questions.

•	Having said that, you can use the  
‘did you know’ section of this pack to 
inform yourself of some of the facts or 
there is more detail on our website  
justmoney.org.uk 

•	Try to avoid party politics and always 
treat your MP with dignity and respect. 
As the church we can demonstrate a 
way of loving our MP and engaging in 
politics constructively.

•	If appropriate, ask your MP what you 
could pray for them.

After the event
•	Write to thank your MP for coming and 

follow up on anything you discussed.

•	Please let us know how it went and share 
some photos and stories – via email 
to info@justmoney.org.uk or on social 
media @JustMoneyMvt with the hashtag 
#TaxJusticeSunday25.

•	Stay in touch with JustMoney Movement 
justmoney.org.uk

•	Join our Church Action for Tax Justice 
campaign for more actions and resources 
via the website at justmoney.org.uk/speak-
out/church-action-for-tax-justice/

Interested in taking a relationship 
with your MP as a church further? 
Consider joining JPIT’s Constituency Action 
Network, a network of churches developing 
positive and meaningful relationships with 
their MP. Find out more at jpit.uk/can

With thanks to Florence Wright.
Florence is Constituency Action Network Support Intern at JPIT. JPIT is the Joint Public 
Issues Team of the Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed Church working together for 
peace and justice.

Suggested template letter

http://www.justmoney.org.uk
https://justmoney.org.uk/
mailto:info@justmoney.org.uk
https://justmoney.org.uk/
https://justmoney.org.uk/speak-out/church-action-for-tax-justice/
https://justmoney.org.uk/speak-out/church-action-for-tax-justice/
https://jpit.uk/can


Thank you for your interest in Tax Justice Sunday.  
If you have any feedback on this year’s resources, or 
would like to tell us about your plans for Tax Justice 
Sunday, please contact info@justmoney.org.uk

For further information check out justmoney.org.uk

justmoney.org.uk  •  info@justmoney.org.uk

Find us on social media @JustMoneyMvt

mailto:info@justmoney.org.uk
https://justmoney.org.uk/
https://justmoney.org.uk/
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