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Challenging our Extractive Economy:
Money, Race and Climate discussion guide

This guide is an accompaniment to the video of the panel event held at St Paul’s Chapter House,
which can be found at justmoney.org.uk/extractiveeconomy.

We hope this resource helps you to reflect further on the themes of economics, theology,
justice and the prophetic imagination. The guide takes you through three stages of challenging
the extractive economy:

Prophetic challenge: learning how to perceive, understand and critique injustice in the
economy from a biblical perspective.

Prophetic alternative: imagining alternative ways of living, drawing on Christian
perspectives to picture a better world.

Prophetic practice: living out this alternative in our churches in the here and now, as
resistance to the way things are and the despair that they always will be.

There are two ways you can use this resource:

Full discussion guide. The full guide (p3-6) responds to the whole video, going in depth
on this topic. If you want to use all the questions, we recommend running this as either
a half-day event or over 4-5 separate sessions. A proposed programme is as follows:

o 1. Pre-watch questions and watch the video
2. Prophetic challenge
3. Prophetic alternative
4. Prophetic practice
5. (optional) meal and open discussion. You could take a whole session to discuss
and pray together how to implement what you have learned in your particular
community.
Abridged discussion guide. If you are short for time, we have pulled together a shorter
one-session six-question version of the study guide on page 7. You could answer these
guestions without watching the full video (only using the time stamps), you could ask
your group to watch it beforehand, or you could spend your first hour watching the
video then a second discussing.
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You are welcome to adapt these suggestions to fit your context, using as many or as few of the
guestions as you wish, spending as much time with each question as you see fit. You can use

this in small groups with someone leading the session, answering the questions together, or in
reflection by yourself.
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Pre-watch questions

1. Brainstorm: take two minutes to list some themes or ideas from Christian teaching that
could inform our thinking on the economy. Don’t worry about expanding at this stage —
just name them in one or two words each.

“The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, nourish, and evoke a consciousness and
perception alternative to the consciousness and perception of the dominant culture around

us.
- Walter Brueggeman, The Prophetic Imagination

2. Spend some time reflecting on why and how the Church is called to offer a prophetic
challenge to the way things are.

3. Describe some examples from the Bible, history, or your personal experience of people
who have done this challenge well.

Prophetic challenge
Extractivism:

1. Jeremy (28:48) defined ‘extractivism’ as “extracting value from faraway places and
taking no responsibility for the consequences, either local or global”. He shared
examples from plantation culture, colonialism and modern consumerism that have this
impact on people and planet.

a. How does this make you feel?
b. Would you challenge this diagnosis of the problem?

2. Peniel (5:55) showed how “the cheapest fuel is hard to resist”, whether the modern
extraction of natural resources or the Exodus example of slave labour in the economic
superpower of Egypt. Can you think of other examples of the ‘cheapest fuel’ approach
leading to exploitation and extraction, either historically or in today’s society?

a. Are there practical ways in our own lives and churches we can be tempted to
choose the ‘cheapest fuel’?

3. ‘Value’ and ‘worth’ are theological terms. What is truly valuable to God, and how could
this change how we think about the economy?
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The first command given to humans in the Bible is to take care of the Earth (Genesis
2:15). Not only have humans fallen far from this calling, but the Church has often
neglected it in its teaching and theology. Why do you think this is?

The Church has often been complicit in supporting ‘extractivism’, for example by
blessing and participating in the transatlantic slave trade. What is it within our thinking
and our theologies that keep us wedded to an immoral economy?

Intersection:

1.

Choose one of global inequality, racism, or climate breakdown. Discuss how you think
this issue relates to the other two. You could do this in groups of three to unpack the
feedback loop together.

Richard lamented that economic justice, racial justice and climate justice work is often
disconnected in silos (42:27). How can we join up our thinking on these issues and work
for justice together?

Are there any aspects of injustice you feel are missing from this conversation that also
could also be viewed through the lens of extractivism?

Prophetic alternative

Solidarity:

1.

3.

Hope:

Peniel (5:19) argued that solidarity is the key principle to counter the extractivism that
doesn’t care for the people ‘over there’. He said that “God’s justice in the Christian
scriptures is always attentive to and shaped in solidarity with the cries of the sinned-
against.” What does solidarity look like practically?

He also described the incarnation of Christ as the ultimate form of solidarity (6:15). How
does our solidarity with Christ help us to have solidarity with ‘the sinned-against’?

The Church is uniquely placed for both hyper-local and transnational solidarity. We are
deeply embedded in our local communities, yet claim family all over the world, across
every dividing line. How can the Church capitalize on this solidarity, demonstrating an
alternative way to the world?
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Peniel describes the story of Miguel de la Torre taking a group of students to learn from the
poor, concluding provocatively that “hope is a middle class privilege which saves white students
from having to deal with the consequences of their first world status... As long as there is hope,
my white students can wash their hands because God is good and it is all going to work out in

the end. Hope was not for these little girls. It was for my white students, who prefer not to
examine their responsibility in the crushing poverty they witnessed.” (9:48-11:32)

1. What did you make of this story? Is hope a middle class privilege?

2. What does ‘cheap hope’ (11:39) look like? How can we avoid offering cheap hope, and
instead develop a hope that, in the words of theologian Juergen Moltmann, “can no
longer put up with reality as it is, but begin[s] to suffer under it, to contradict it.”?

3. Read Mary’s Maghnificat (Luke 1:46-55). With the signs of empire all around her, Mary is
able to proclaim that ‘He has scattered the mighty’. What is she doing with this song?

Emotion:

1. Anu (20:31) spoke about the need to reclaim emotion as a site of knowledge, to rage,

weep, and grieve in response to injustice. What Christian scriptures and practices can

help us reclaim emotion in place of numbness and acceptance of the way things are?

2. What is the role of gathered public worship and intercession in facilitating this deep
lament?

3. What are the risks of moving to action without acknowledging emotion?
Prophetic practice
1. AsJames Baldwin famously wrote, “Not everything that is faced can be changed, but
nothing can be changed until it is faced.” What from this conversation do you feel needs

to be faced?

2. What is the role of repentance, repair and reparation in this work? You could answer
generally or with specific reference to past sins like the slave trade.

3. Whose voices are being unheard, in the Church and in society writ large, that if we
listened, they might bring a challenge that helps us move towards justice? Who has
power and a platform in our churches, and what injustices can this perpetuate?
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4. How can we be guests at the table of others? (see 55-56)

5. How can everyone see themselves as champions for justice as a non-negotiable of the
Christian faith, rather than just the special interest of a few? (see 52:42-54:44)

6. Name some tangible ways that we could each (individually, or as communities of faith)
move ‘from being takers to sharers, from plantations to gardens, and from exiled
plunderers to fully human citizens of God’s green earth’, as Jeremy put it (33:23).

7. Should governments prioritise something other than economic growth? Jeremy
suggested ‘flourishing lives’ or wellbeing economics (33:08) — what would this look like
in practice?

Richard (44:02) ended by quoting Martin Luther King Jr: “Cowardice asks the question, ‘is it
safe?’, Expediency asks the question, ‘is it politic?’, Vanity asks the question, ‘is it popular?’, But
conscience asks the question, ‘is it right?’ And there comes a time where we must take a
position that is neither safe nor politic nor popular, but one must take it because it is right.”

8. From this conversation, what positions do you think we should take because they are
right, even if not safe, politic, or popular?
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Abridged discussion guide

1.

Brainstorm: take two minutes to list some themes or ideas from Christian teaching that
could inform our thinking on the economy. Don’t worry about expanding at this stage —

just name them in one or two words each.

Jeremy (23:49-29:33) defined ‘extractivism’ as “extracting value from faraway places
and taking no responsibility for the consequences, either local or global”. He shared
examples from plantation culture, colonialism and modern consumerism that have this
impact on people and planet.
a. How does this make you feel?
b. How does this fit with a Christian ethic? You could reflect on some of the
answers shared to question 1.

Choose one of global inequality, racism, or climate breakdown. Discuss how you think
this issue relates to the other two. You could do this in groups of three to unpack the
feedback loop together. (If you need some help, watch Richard’s contribution from 34-
44 minutes)

Peniel (5:10-9:40) argued that solidarity is the key principle to counter the extractivism
that doesn’t care for the people ‘over there’. He said that “God’s justice in the Christian
scriptures is always attentive to and shaped in solidarity with the cries of the sinned-
against.” What does solidarity look like practically?

Peniel describes the story of Miguel de la Torre taking a group of students to learn from the
poor, concluding provocatively that “hope is a middle class privilege which saves white students
from having to deal with the consequences of their first world status... As long as there is hope,
my white students can wash their hands because God is good and it is all going to work out in
the end. Hope was not for these little girls. It was for my white students, who prefer not to
examine their responsibility in the crushing poverty they witnessed.” (9:48-11:32)

5.

6.

What did you make of this story? Is hope a middle class privilege? What does ‘cheap
hope’ look like?

Anu (20:31-23:14) spoke about the need to reclaim emotion as a site of knowledge, to
rage, weep, and grieve in response to injustice. How can we make space for these
emotions, and what are the risks of rushing to action without acknowledging them?
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7. Name some tangible ways that we could each (individually, or as communities of faith)
move ‘from being takers to sharers, from plantations to gardens, and from exiled
plunderers to fully human citizens of God’s green earth’, as Jeremy put it (33:23).

What next?

If you’ve enjoyed — or indeed been challenged by — exploring the topics in this guide, you could
think about taking a deeper dive into some of the issues raised, either on your own or as a
group. You could also decide on some practical action to take. JustMoney Movement has a
range of resources and campaigns equipping individuals and congregations to use their own
money more justly and to speak out for change for a fairer, greener future for us all:

e We have lots of resources to help your church or small group reflect more on how our
faith is connected to issues of money and finance, including our Small Group Resource.

e You can speak out for a fairer, greener economy, for example using our template to
email your MP and call for fairer taxes on wealth.

e The Money Makes Change hub has plenty of guidance on alternative ways to use your
money as individuals and churches — including how your church can switch to a green
bank account.
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